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TO THE 


REV. MR. WARNER. 


9 Ce 


SIR, 


1 you have acquired the confidence of the 
world—if you ftand before it in a func- 
tion that by pre-eminence above all others 
requires a character of unfullied purity, why 
has that confidence been abufed, and the 
dignity of that function difregarded ? Why 
has that ftation, to which the public reforts 
for information on fubjects of the moft awful 
importance, been rendered the vehicle of 
falfehood and delufion; or why has it not 
fubfequently been purified from the pollution 
it fuftained, by that facrifice to truth, which 
B you 
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[4 ] 

you have been called on fo repeatedly and fo 
ineffectually to perform ? 

From the man who is convicted of wilfully 
circulating as truth a falfehood which has 
not previoufly impofed on himfelf, the world 
turns with the utmoft violence of loathing 
and abhorrence; and few are found fo callous 
to its opinions and fo obdurate in vice, as not 
to accept of any terms on which they may 
be acquitted from fo hateful an imputation : 
but if we deem it expedient to punifh a crime 
which, like affaffination, mingles the moft 
abject cowardice with aa execrable propenfity 
to dark and deadly mifchief, we fhall rejoice 
that the flanderer is left defencelefs, that no 
plea can cover him from the refentment of 
that fociety to which he ftands deteéted as a 
viperous enemy. _ Let him urge that he has 
accepted in confidence and publithed in fim- 
plicity the falfehood which is traced to him, 
it is an impotent and ineffectual {truggle to 
difengage himfelf from the ignominy which 
infeparably adheres to him. ‘There is no 
fituation of life in which a man may be ex- 
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empt from the duty of examining the opini- 
ons he inculcates, or the authenticity of the 
facts he adduces in their fupport: this indif- 
penfable obligation increafes its force in pro- 
portion to the influence with which fuch 
opinions or facts are delivered ; and as your 
office is exprefsly inftituted to obtain and 
exert influence in its moft powerful degree, 
to {crutinize all that you utter under fuch an 
authority is the firft and greateft in the cata- 
logue of your duties. To thofe who fuffer 
by the falfchoods you report, and to thofe 
who juftly appreciate the degrees of moral 
turpitude, it will appear almoft indifferent 
whether you have been betrayed by a remifi- 
nefs fo deeply criminal to embrace error as 
truth, or whether in deliberate wickednefs 
of intention you became the author of its 
exiftence. To each of thefe there is a fepa- 
rate ftigma attached, certainly fufficient for 
the gratification of any individual not im- 
moderately enamoured of obloquy ; but you, 
if I miftake not, in your inordinate appetite for 
fhame, have defcribed the circle of your crime 
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[ 6] 
with a {weep of fuch enormous latitude, as not 
only comprehends theone, but infringes on and 
includes a confiderable portion of the other. 
Yes, Sir, I denounce you not only as regard- 
lets of the moft folemn duty of your profef- 
fion, in accepting and circulating as truth the 
unfounded and perhaps malignant whifpers of 
rumour ; but I accufe you alfo of the deceit 
of annexing to them terms of certainty 
wholly unwarranted by the ftatement you 
had received, of exaggerating and diftorting 
it, and dwelling on details of your own in- 
terpolation, till the perfon by whom it was 
imparted to you no longer recognifed it as 
his own, and left your prefence (as on his 
honour he has affured me) perfuaded that 
you had derived additional information from 
fome fource more authentic than his own, 
That gentleman, to whofe candour I am 
indebted for the affiftance which enables me 
to fubftantiate this impeachment, has fa- 
voured me with an account of the communi- 
cation which you affign as the bafis of your 


report, and of which the following isa literal 


copy ; 
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copy :—** The purport of the communica~ 
¢* tion I received, and which in converfation 
**.T mentioned to Mr. Warner, was, that the 
‘* latter end of the Authorefs of the Rights 
“ of Woman had been rendered extremely 
‘* diftrefling, in confequence of her previous 
‘* {cepticifm, and that her laft words were— 
**O what a dreadful thing it is to die.” 

Thefe were the materials (cafually and pri- 
vately picked up, unconnected with any 
affurance whatever that could juitify an affer- 
tion fo publicly and folemnly pronounced) 
with which you fabricated that tremendous 
engine for affailing the hearts and harrowing 
the feelings of your audience, when you 
told them (among other fictions equally par- 
taking of the fublime and terrible) “ that 
‘© upon indubitable authority, you could af- 
‘* fure them, that the diffolution of the per- 
‘¢ fon alluded to was accelerated by the {uf- 
‘¢ ferings her mind had unremittingly endured 
‘* for feveral weeks previous to that event ; 
¢¢ that fhe ae in torments too horrible 
‘* even for the imagination, confefling and 
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L a 
** bewailing her errors to a female friend who 
‘* hung over her.” To which you added, 
with a vehemence of enunciation that, in- 
ftead of being fo bafely proftituted, thould 
have been preferved inviolate and facred to 
truth—** With her it was not doubt, all was 
‘* fear, madnefs and horrid diftraG@tion.” 

Happy fhould I efteem it for your con- 

{cience, if no worfe motive had influenced 
this dereliction of veracity than the defpica- 
ble perfonal vanity of exhibiting your flaming 
qualifications as an orator. Happy for your 
character would be that commutation which 
fhould fubftitute contempt for deteftation. 

Up to this period your conduét appears to 
have been uniformly culpable, and the odium 
it has merited confronts you wherever you 
turn to elude it. This you fhould have been 
told of in a much earlier ftage of the bufi- 
nefs ; but entering on it, as I did, with an 
anticipation of refiftance from pride difdain- 
ing to retract, or malevolence obftinate in 

falfehood, the paffivenefs of your affent im- 

pofed itfelf on me for an opennefs to con- 
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viction of the wrong you had committed, 
and a liberal promptitude to repair it. In- 
fluenced by this delufion, I fufpended the 
ftrictures you had merited, and only looked 
forward to that amicable and {fatisfactory 
accomplifhment of my object which the 
fuppofed abfence of all difhonourable feeling 
appeared to render certain. The fequel, 
however, has deftroyed this favourite expec- 
tation, and bitterly reproved the credulity 
which firft imputed to you truth and honour, 
and then looked up to thefe imaginary attri- 
butes for the payment of a tribute due to 
juttice. 

On an infpection of the documents I pre- 
fented to you*, that reprehenfible confidence 
which had inflated your affertions fuddenly 
fhrunk and vanifhed, leaving no fubftantial 
plea whatever to refift a teflimony which 
convicted you of fuch flagrant mifconduct, 
One fhadowy fubterfuge only remained, of 
which you availed yourfelf with eagernefs, 
though confcious that it could be only a 

* Vide Aprenpix, No.1 and No.2. 
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[ a 
réfpite from the difgrace which fo clofely 
purfued you. You fluctuated or affected -to 
fluctuate between the authority on which you 
had done wrong, and that on which you 
were {ummoned to do right. 

Unfufpicious of the difingenuoufnefs I had 
to deal with, and determined that no obftacle 
fhould impede the progrefs of my under- 
taking, I proceeded to Clifton, whither you 
had referred me, and waited on the gentleman 
whom you had named as your authority for 
the mifreprefentation which it was my bufi- 
nefs to refute. He perceived equally as 
yourfelf the irrefragable nature of my proofs, 
and (with a difference of condué which 
ought to excite your compunétion) in the 
note I tranfmitted to you, acknowledged it 
without refervation. The franknefs with 
which he difclaimed the validity of his own 
authority in favour of mine, ftruck away 
from under your tottering caufe the only 
crutch on which it refted: but as you were 
deaf to every precept of juftice, you were 
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[ i J 
blind and infenfible to this, its fair and 
amiable example. 

The letter with which I accompanied that 
of your friend*, was written immediately 
after my interview with him, while the 
agueeable flow of emotion excited by his in- 
genuous deportment was yet warm, and. If 
was too little open to diftruft to refift the 
impulfe which inclined me to affociate your 
character with his. The favourable opinion 
that letter conveys of you, is an injuftice that 
reflects with the moft acrimonious feverity on 
my underftanding, and for which, if any 
thing can atone, it is that total and abfolute 
retraGtation which I now offer. From this 
public difavowal of an error I could not re- 
cede ; for whatever may have been my re- 
lu€tance to proclaim myfelf the dupe of a 
conduét fo aukwardly and clumfily infidious, 
the introduction of the letter I allude to was 
indifpenfably neceffary as deicribing the na- 
ture of the redrefs I infifted on, and which 
as you did not combat it with any objection I 

* Vide Aprenpix, No. 3. 


Cc had 


nO Sey MY ory aod Be 


SA RAL ERAS 
5 i 4: OP SS Ol ; ¥e 


ee Ce 


es 


Ey Af RES 


Co 


VA Sz 


PRY OCB ee eh SE 


ar 
ca 


®- 4 
vs 


“ 
nt 











reg 

had as much right to expect as if fecured to 
me bya formal ftipulation : what it prefcribed 
was indeed a duty which no compaé could 
render more obligatory ; but in violating it 
thus ftrengthened, you have given fhameful 
proof that with you neither duty nor com- 
pact is binding. 

I left you, on retiring from our laft inter- 
view, pervaded, according to your own ac- 
knowledgment, with a conviction of your 
having been inftrumental in the propagation 
of a falfehood, that not only difarmed you of 
all power of objection or cavil, but extorted 
alfo a confeffion that juftice required you to 
oppofe it by a contradiction. You had at this 
inftant a valuable opportunity of difplaying a 
magnanimity that muft have fecured to you 
the approbation of the public; and as I know 
you to be an eager candidate for its favour, I 
could not think fo meanly of your under- 
ftanding as to fuppofe you would permit this 
occafion to pafs without profiting by the ad- 
vantages with which it was fo pregnant: 
much lefs could I think you would fo far 
abufe it, as to convert it to a fource of the 
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fw J 
moft pungent obloquy. You were fairly ap- 
prifed of my determination to fupply any de- 
ficiency that might be left in your perform- 
ance, nor could you, I thought, be forgetful 
that any attempt at evafion on your part muft 
fet afide all refpect for your feelings on mine, 
and that, confequently, to fhrink from the 
full execution of your tafk would be a ten- 
dernefs to yourfelf unjuft and unmanly, and 
as a policy fhort-fighted and irrational. 
From every point of view I deduced the flat- 
tering prediction, that we fhould difmifs the 
affair with mutual fatisfaction and appro- 
bation. The conduc that would have led it 
to the happieft conclufion, was fo ftrongly 
enforced by every relative confideration, that 
it was impoflible with me to refift the expec- 
tation of feeing it purfued: honour, integrity 
and intereft concurred in its recommendation ; 
and had I doubted concerning your deference 
to the firft, I fhould even then have confided 
in your attention to the more fordid dictates 


of the laft. Unfortunately for you, as un- 


pleafantly for me, you have proved yourlfelf 


Cir2 capable 


ed oe, a ee he Ps as Say op ri eos ¥ 
: » 5 ! RS 
Tw hat - : ; 7 
CMe t 2 4 I PAs Rinna a eb 


a ® , e 


ree 


“ed 


CE Lee ea OX pat 


ie 


ye SO 





4 
as 
Coe 


f, 


. wa re oy nd 
> Son fee a PAO 











[ 4 ] 

capable of a defperation that can proceed 
equally in defiance of rectitude and prudence. 

I thall now endeavour to afcertain, -by a 
reference to your letter which appeared in 
the Bath Chronicle of October 26, how 
clofely you have adhered to the line thus 
pointed out by every laudable and prudential’ 
motive, how far you have acted up to what 
I demanded, and what you implicitly fub- 
{cribed to. “You fay—** What I then gave 
“© as facts I believed to be fo, under an au- 
«thority that appeared ta me to merit im- 
‘* plicit confidence. Subfequent information, 
¢¢ however, of an oppofite nature to the par- 
¢ ticulars alluded to, and fupported by the 
«¢ written teftimony of the friends of the 
“* deceafed, /eads me to fear that my fiatement 
“< was unintentionally erroneous.’ ‘This 1s 
obvioufly the work of a mind propelled by 
fome imperious neceflity towards an object 
of its averfion ; it isa contribution levied on 


a mifer, irrefolutely proffered by the hand 


while the heart is tortured byva defire to 
withhold it. 
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As I have already fhewn how little the 
ftatement you proclaimed from your pulpit 
correfponded with that which. you received 
from your friend, I fhall {pare myfelf the 
fuperfluous trouble of repeating my comment 
on the former part of this extract: the latter 
part of it is peculiarly worthy of attention, 
as exhibiting a moft whimfical. inftance of 
ambiguity and confufion, created, as I pre- 
fume, by a wifh to compound between the 
diftafte to truth and the neceflity of thunning 
direct. falfehood, which feem to have been 
contending in your mind. 

When you fay ‘* you are /ed to fear that 
your ftatement was unintentionally erroneous,” 
a reader, accuftomed to interpret oracles ac- 
cording to their letter, would certainly give 
you credit for all'the obfcurity of infpiration, 
and proceed with reverence to enquire, whe~ 
ther you did really regret that the lamentable 
and horrible circumftances of your ftatement 
had never exifted, or whether, in fact, you 
meant to exprefs remorfe for having commit- 
ted a fin without enjoying the wickednedfs of 
devifing 
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devifing and intending it: for fuch is the 


16 | 


equivocal fenfe of this fhuffling paflage, that 
it is open equally, and without reftraint, to 
either of thefe conftruGtions. Do not under-~ 
ftand me as meaning to charge your gram- 
matical inaccuracy with this perplexity: no, 
I am too well affured of having traced it to 
the diforder and embarraffment of your un- 
derftanding. Unable to conceal the defor- 
mity of your conduct, and dreading the cen- 
fure which the verdict of the public muft 
ftamp on it, you feek to hide yourfelf in the 
mazes of entangled conftruction, and are 
willing to facrifice fenfe to effect a fuppreftion 
of truth; I therefore explain the paflage in 
queftion, as exprefling an apprebenfion or 
fufpicion that you had been guilty of faying 
what you had no right to fay. This, the 
moft true and liberal interpretation it will 
bear, is not perhaps the moft favourable to 
your character : it favours moft naufeouily of 
the Cowl, and at St. Omer’s its monkifh 
excellencies might have been held in high 
efteem, and perhaps even have excited the 
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envy of that d/untly fincere fraternity: here, 
the jefuitical {pirit of prevarication which 
dictated it, only recals to us, with its conco- 
mitant deteftation, that odious fyftem of im- 
pofture which we have fo happily expelled 
from our altars, and banifhed for ever from 
our coafts. 

This retraGtation, or rather this addition 
of outrage, which fhould have been an atone- 
ment, though written under a moft deter- 
minate certainty, does not contain a fingle 
fyllable implying fuch a ftate of mind; it 
reprefents only that pofture of hefitation de- 
nominated doubt or uncertainty. The con- 
clufion is immediate: you have felt one fen- 
timent, and proclaimed yourfelf as affected 
by another, different even to contraft, and 
are thereby chargeable with having uttered 
a falfehood under circumftances which de- 
prive you of the palliative allegations of 
ignorance, precipitation, or inadvertence. 

Following the courfe of the events, I have 
thus reviewed you in the perpetration of in- 
juftice, and in what you have been pleafed to 
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offer as an expiation, and to each aé& have 
endeavoured to afiign its precife character and 
defert. I have witneffed you as coming for- 
ward on the fupport of an authority avow- 
edly precarious and indefinite, and making a 
folemn depofition to the world in a tone of 
the moft prefumptuous rafhnefs; giving 
fubftance to.a fhade, and intelligence to an 
echo, confident without enquiry, and daring 
in ignorance. I have then feen you under 
the conviction of an evidence, which, carry- 
ing the genuine and indifputable marks of 
truth, precluded all refiftance, and then, 
only when you fhould have adopted that un- 
qualified ftile of declaration which diftin- 
guifhed your opening of this difgraceful piece, 
I have feen you defcend to_a mean and paltry 
equivocation, without honefty to avow the 
truth, and without art to conceal it, 

There is a fingularly vicious perverfity in 
this proceeding, which in what itis, affords 
a ftriking contraft with what it ought to be: 
it is the offspring of a corrupt heart acting 
in conjunction with a depraved underftand- 
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ing; and inits confequences, you fhould find 
caufe to lament the weaknefs with which you 
furrendered your integrity to a temptation fo 
grofsly impolitic, and fo palpably difhonett. 
You have made that pulpit, which fhould 
have been preferved inviolate to the pureft 
offices of truth, an organ of falfehood; and 
having refufed to purify it from the abomi- 
nation you have committed, how can you, 
while it remains thus contaminated, look 
from it to your audience for that confidence 
which you have wantonly forfeited, or to 
your God, to implore efficacy on that facri- 
fice which you perform with your lips, while 
his image and attributes are fuperfeded in 
your heart by a bafe and groveling paffion? 

To men who, like you and me, have been 
accuftomed to walk in that obfcurity to which 
our infignificance properly configns us, there 
is fomething irkfome in being thus fufpended 
like a monfter, with a label inviting the no- 
tice of the public: more efpecially painful 
muft that fentiment be, if the label contain 


a warning advertifement of the noxious qua- 
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[ 20 | 
lities and dangerous habits we exercife, which 
awakens the vigilance and calls forth the dif- 
truft of thofe whoapproach us. Such I think 
is the fituation in which you are placed; 
fuch at leaft I am fure you have merited. 
Degrading and unhappy as it is, I am per- 
fuaded you can find little alleviation in re- 
Aecting, that you owe it no lefs to your ob- 
{tinacy in withholding reparation, than to 
your alacrity in making it neceffary. You 
will recollect without confolation, that when 
you refufed to fupply with your own hand 
the deficiency I pointed out in your acknow- 
ledgment, you left me no alternative. I now 
rife from the tafk you have thus perempto- 
rily impofedon me; and in the confcioufnefs 
of the purity of intention with which I en- 
tered on it, and which has prefided over the 
whole of its execution, I hurl contemptuous 
defiance of all infidious mifreprefentation 


proceeding from any malignant pafiion I may 


have excited. 
Your’s, as you merit, 


VERAX. 


November, 1797. 
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APPENDIX. 
(Nor1.) 
SIR; 

‘¢ Greatly indeed was I aftonifhed on read- 
‘¢ ing a letter to Mr. Marfhal, which informs 
‘him that the writer, attending morning 
<¢ fervice at the church of St. James, Bath, 
“© heard Mr. Warner, curate of that parith, 
‘¢ affert from the pulpit, that Mrs. Godwin’s 
‘¢ death was the moft fhocking that could be 
“© conceived—that for weeks before her death, 
<¢ her mind was in fuch a ftate of doubt as 
“* accelerated her unfortunate end—that fhe 
‘* died openly confeffing her errors, and, to a 
‘¢ female friend who hung over her, bitterly 
‘* Jamented her paft life and conduct. And 
‘“* thefe circumftances Mr. Warner affured 
*‘ his congregation he delivered from good 
‘* authority ! 

** Indignant as I was on reading this 
“Saccount of .Mr. Warner’s fermon,': I 
** could not forbear {miling at the impudent 
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‘* credulity which, in fabricating this edify- 


22 | 


“* ing tale, {hould expect its falfehood would 
** not be expofed. 

«Many friends vifited and attended on 
«* Mrs. Godwin during the period of her 
<< confinement, but no one, except Mr. God- 
** win, with as little intermiflion as myfelf. 
‘* From the day of her labour, until the mo- 
«* ment of her death, I never quitted her but 
‘«¢ for fhort intervals of reft, and the laft feven 
“nights I fat up with her altogether. In 
‘* the place, Sir, of thofe terrors and doubts 
«© Mr. Warner has defcribed, | found her in= 
‘* variably in poffeffion of fortitude, patience 
‘¢and cheerfulnefs. She was perpetually 
‘* alive to the agreeable circumftances of her 
‘¢ fituation, and received with true fatisfac- 
‘© tion and animated acknowledgments, the 
‘“‘fervices and attention of her friends, 
«¢ While there were hopes of preferving her 
<¢ ineftimable life, we partook of her rational 
‘* converfation and endearing gaiety. And 
«© when in the progrefs of the difeate, deliri- 
‘* um feized upon her faculties, fhe never 
“* uttered 

































F we] 
<¢ uttered’a fingle expreflion that could have 
«* been tortured into a fupport of Mr. War- 
‘¢ ner’s affertions. Mifs Louifa Jones alfo 
‘¢ clofely attended upon Mrs. Godwin during 
«¢ the laft few days, and fhe has given her 
‘¢ teftimony of the ferenity which poflefled 
‘¢ the mind of that moft extraordinary and 
“© moft admirable woman. 

<¢ But Mr. Warner’s information, it feems, 
‘© extends back to feveral weeks preceding 
<¢ the death of Mrs. Godwin. I have the 
<* power of confuting this part of the ftory 
‘¢alfo. I faw Mrs. Godwin almoft daily, 
‘©and ever faw her engaging, in{ftructive, 
‘¢ happy, and exulting in the profpects before 


LD ere 
«<'T remain, Sir, 


‘¢ Your obedient fervant, 


“oR, FENWICK, 


‘6 Kaft-ftreet, O&. 17.” 
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se SIR, 
‘«* Myfelf and Mrs. Fenwick were the only 


‘6 two female friends that were with Mrs. 
¢¢ Godwin 
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‘* Godwin during her laft illnefs. Mrs. 
“* Fenwick attended her from the beginning 
*‘ of her confinement with fearcely any in- 
** termiffion. I was with her for the laf 
** four days of her life; and though I have 
‘« but little experience in fcenes of this fort, 
*‘ yet I can confidently affirm, that my ima-~ 
** gination could never have pictured me a 
‘mind fo tranquil under affliction fo great. 
** She was all kindnefs and attention, and 
“¢ cheerfully complied with every thing that 
““'was recommended to her by her friends. 
** In many initances fhe employed her mind 
** with more fagacity upon the fubject of her 
‘* illnefs, than any of the perfons about her. 
** Her whole foul feemed to dwell with anx- 
“** ious fondnefs on her friends; and her af- 
‘* fections, which were at all times more alive 
“than perhaps thofe of any other human 
** being, feemed to gather new difinterefted- 
*‘nefs upon this trying occafion. The at- 


** tachment and regret of thofe who {fur- 


¢ 


€¢ 


€ 


rounded her, appeared to increafe every 
hour ; and if her principles are to be judged 
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«¢ of by what I faw of her death, I fhould 
«< fay, that no principles could be more con- 
«¢ ducive to calmnefs and confolation. 
<*-T am, Sir, 
«¢ Your obedient fervant, 


<¢ Louisa JONES. 
ye O15 BONS VAS de eS 
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(No. 3.) 
SIR, 

Having tranfmitted to you Mr. ———’s 
note, containing a candid declaration of his 
fentiments concerning our refpective authori- 
ties, nothing can now add to the complete- 
nefs of the evidence I have laid before you: 
and from the difpofition you have manifefted 
to yield that fatisfaction which, in the name 
of truth and friendfhip, I have fought, I truf 
that no hefitation will protract the perform- 
ance of what you have ingenuoufly acknow- 
ledged to be your duty, equally asa chriftian 
and a gentleman. As we are agreed on the 
indifpenfable neceflity of correcting and coun- 
teracting the mifreprefentation which has gone 


abroad 
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abroad, I hope we fhall be no lefs unanimous 
in the opinion, that nothing fhort of a full, 
explicit and unequivocal difavowal of the error 
(fuch an one, I mean, as may not only remove 
from the public mind the delufion it has imbibed, 
but imprefs it alfo with a clear and genuine idea 
of the fact,) can be efeemed as an adequate 
reparation. ‘This I indulge myfelf in urging 
with a more particular emphafis to your at- 
tention, both on account of its eflential im- 
portance, and becaufe I have too high an 
opinion of the rectitude of your mind, to 


fuppofe I wound it in thus doing. 
&c. &c. 


VERAX. 
Briftol, Oc. 20, 1797. 
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